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North Cornwall Township 

Joint Planning Meeting 

Minutes for July 28, 2010 
 
 
 
Call to Order: 
 

The July 28, 2010 joint planning meeting of the North Cornwall Township Board of Supervisors and Planning 
Commission was called to order by Mr. Heister at 6:04PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The meeting 
was duly advertised and properly posted. 
 
In attendance were Ralph D. Heister, III, Chairman, Mark Maria, Bob Gearhart, Ellie Salahub, Rob McNamee, 
Harold Kreider, Jim Caldwell and Ben Webber, Rettew Associates, Robin Getz, Township Manager, Stacey 
Winterstein, Administrative Assistant.  Also in attendance were Andrea Gilhooley, Charles Suhr and John Sepp. 
 

Discussion: 
 

Mr. Heister stated this is the third joint meeting between the Planning Commission and the Board for the purpose of 
reviewing and discussing the draft zoning ordinance which will replace the current zoning ordinance.  It is the 
intention of the Supervisors to hold a public hearing regarding this ordinance on August 30 and they are expecting to 
take action on it at their September 7 Supervisors meeting.  At this time he was looking to see if there was any 
further discussion or concern on the draft document.  He is also hoping that the Planning Commission, at their 
meeting to follow, will recommend this document move forward.  Many minor changes have already been discussed 
and revisions should be done by October or November and be prepared for adoption.  Feedback to this point has 
been very positive and this is a big step up from the existing ordinance.  It also addresses many inconsistencies the 
current ordinance has in regards to the Comp Plan and the SALDO.  The draft document also follows through with 
many of the recommendations that were made by the Planning Commission.  The new ordinance will significantly 
reduce Conditional Use hearing and allows development by right. 
 
Mr. Heister asked if Mr. Caldwell could run through the list of concerns that were brought up previously.  Mr. 
Caldwell stated that Mr. Roth is taking care of most of the issues that were discussed and as such he did not have an 
all inclusive list but he did go over the items he did have listed.  The strongest concerns that were discussed were 
regarding geology issues.  Mr. Gearhart asked if they could look at parking requirements.  Mr. Heister thought that 
was a good idea as one of the things they were looking to do was to reduce the amount of impervious surface.  He 
also explained that Mr. Yeagley had brought up some concerns related to the permitting process.  Ms. Getz went 
through several items she had listed. 
 
There was then discussion on allowing or disallowing sheds and fences with townhouses.  Mr. Heister felt this was 
something he would rather see incorporated into the home as it would look less conspicuous.  He also felt they might 
want to allow a limited privacy fence.  Ms. Salahub likes the idea of incorporating it into the structure but also feels 
sheds should be allowed.  Mr. McNamee felt we should allow sheds and fences but control the size of the sheds.  
Mr. Kreider then wanted to discuss off street parking at townhouses.  He feels there are not enough parking spaces 
figured in and stated that many people are parking on the street.  Satellite parking lots were then discussed.  Ms. 
Getz stated such parking areas have already been incorporated into the plan for the Meadowlane Farms 
development.  Mr. Caldwell stated that increased minimum lot width for townhouses may also help with this issue. 
 
Dr. Maria feels we need to establish our concerns in regard to redoing the ordinance and have a conscious and 
intentional way to address those concerns.  He would like a time table for updates.  If the Board wishes to move 
forward with this ordinance in its current format, he would like an idea as to what areas should be addressed and 
come up with a plan as to how to address them.  Mr. Heister stated a list will be put together but that list may grow.  
They can move forward with the intention of adopting this ordinance at their September Board meeting and at that 
same meeting authorizing Mr. Roth to begin work on the things that will need to be edited.  Mr. Caldwell stated that 
if Mr. Roth can present the amendments in October, they can likely adopt them by December or January.  Dr. Maria 
asked if Mr. Roth could have them a list by their August meeting and asked if the Board could prioritize that list. 
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Mr. Kreider brought up his concerns about the Ag Holding Area.  Mr. Heister stated that the Ag Holding Area 
doesn’t change the farmers’ ability to do anything.  Mr. Kreider stated they cannot have animals in that area and that 
is an issue because having animals is good cash flow.  He feels there should be no limitations.  It was stated that land 
is currently zoned R-1 and R-2 and making it Ag Holding actually provides for more farming related operations to 
take place on that land.  Mr. Heister explained that the regulations don’t inhibit the ability for farmers to have 
animals, most of the regulations are based on the ability to get rid of the waste and falls under state law.  Ms. Getz 
stated there are also federal laws that regulate this.  Mr. Kreider explained he feels everything is set up for 
developers.  Dr. Maria stated we have to work with what the laws are.  Mr. McNamee pointed out that the 
developers are not the only ones to blame, the farmers selling their land to those developers should also be blamed.  
Ms. Getz stated that this zoning in that area will expand on what can be done on that land because the current zoning 
doesn’t allow for these agricultural operations. 
 
Mr. Heister asked if there were any other suggestions at this time.  He stated he will have Mr. Roth put together an 
overview of all the issues for the Planning Commission’s August meeting.  Dr. Maria stated that if he also has 
proposed solutions to the issues that were discussed, could those be included as well so they are familiar with what 
they are dealing with.  Mr. Heister is hopefully that we can have amendments done by January.  He also stated that 
after the process of adopting this new Zoning Ordinance is completed, they will be moving on to the SALDO.  A 
possible joint meeting for September was discussed and asking Michelle Adams to attend.  She has great knowledge 
regarding stormwater issues and was previously contact by Mr. Caldwell. 
 
Mr. Heister made motion to adjourn at 6:59PM.  Dr. Maria seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Robin L. Getz 
Recording Secretary 
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